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Background 
In order to provide a wider context to the usefulness of the activities by HELCOM EWG OWR, this paper 
provides an overview of recent activities and developments outside of the Baltic region. 
  

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note and discuss the information presented. 
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Update on OWR developments outside of the Baltic  

1. Introduction 
In 2010 the CPs adopted RECOMMENDATION 31 E/6 Integrated Wildlife Response Planning in the Baltic Sea Area, and 

in 2014 the EWG-OWR was created to facilitate the implementation of this Recommendation in the Baltic Region. 

The efforts of each CP to implement the Recommendation at national levels, as well as the activities of the EWG-OWR 

to share experiences and deepen insights in good practices, are not isolated from the rest of the world. 

This paper provides an overview of activities that have taken place recently in other parts of Europe and the rest of 

the world. 

2. Regional agreements 
2.1. Barcelona Convention (Mediterranean Sea) 

Sea Alarm is one of the organisations in the Mediterranean Assistance Unit (MAU), which can provide CPs technical 

assistance if they become confronted with an oil spill, or in preparation to such an event. The membership of the MAU 

is arranged via a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) that Sea Alarm Technical Advisers have with REMPEC, the 

secretariat for the oil spill preparedness programme in the Mediterranean. Sea Alarm and REMPEC have recently 

extended their cooperation for another two years and are looking together how national authorities could be 

supported in their oiled wildlife preparedness. 

2.2. Bonn Agreement (North Sea / OSPAR) 

Sweden is currently coordinating an action that was agreed by the CPs in last year’s OTSOPA meeting. In that meeting 

Sweden presented the HELCOM activities on the topic of Oiled Wildlife Response, including the Self Assessment Tool. 

The delegations decided to adopt this tool in order to report on preparedness arrangements in the different countries 

of the Bonn Agreement region. Their reporting is due for the upcoming OTSOPA meeting (May 2018). 

3. EU funded projects (and follow-up) 
Oiled wildlife response and preparedness has been the topic of a large number of EU funded projects since 2006. Most 

recently the EUROWA project has been finalised. There are a few activities that can be reported as a follow-up of that 

project. 

3.1. Post-EUROWA activities 

Activities take place to ensure that the legacy of the EUROWA project is not lost. There are a few activities that have 

been undertaken: 

 A follow-up meeting between EUROWA partner organisations, to go through the deliverables of the project, 

do some internal table top exercises, and to discuss a system of signed MoUs. This MoU system aims to 

create a European network of organisations that jointly adopt the good practice guidelines that the project 

created. Also, they aim to work together before and during oiled wildlife response events, in order to develop 

capacity of trained responders and managers, in cooperation with their national authorities. 

 Oil industry funds have been found for a number of follow-up activities of EUROWA, e.g.: 

o Continue equipment stockpile inspections and investments 

o Offer scheduled training opportunities for responders from all over Europe to attend 

o Offer a few in-country workshops that can be held in interested European countries, in which 

national preparedness development can be explored with Authorities and identified NGOs. 

3.2. EUROWA-Turtles project proposal 

Following an oil company funded workshop of turtle NGOs from various Mediterranean countries, some leading NGOs 

are working together to write a EUROWA-Sea Turtle proposal that will be submitted for EU funding this year. The 

project will develop an oiled sea turtle rehabilitation protocol, and training packages that go with it, as well as a 

number of training events to start expanding the turtle rescue capacity in the region. 
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3.3. WestMoPoCo project proposal 

REMPEC is developing a proposal with a large number of partners that aims to improve oil spill planning and 

preparedness in various west Mediterranean countries. The project activities will include training on wildlife 

preparedness needs and an evaluation of wildlife capabilities. 

4. Other relevant projects 
4.1. Marine emergencies from climate change 

Through oil company funding groups of experts are exploring the effects of climate change on marine species groups 

(sea turtles, seabirds and marine mammals), and assessing the need for emergency response planning in relation to 

these effects. Three workshops are being held, one on sea turtles (Barcelona, November 2017), one on seabirds 

(Hamburg, March 2018) and one on marine mammals (Brest, June 2018). The results from the workshops will be 

shared with authorities and other stakeholders in autumn 2018. 

4.2. OWR preparedness development in the Netherlands 

Rijkswaterstaat, the authority for oil spill preparedness and response, has recently started a 5-year programme (Oct 

17 – Sep 22) to update the national oiled wildlife plan (for seabirds), and invest into the development of national 

response capacity. This will be done via a schedule of training and exercise events. The programme includes the 

development of a national organisation that facilitates the cooperation between authorities and NGOs that could 

make a contribution to a successful response to oiled wildlife and oil in vulnerable habitats (like the Wadden Sea). 

4.3. OWR preparedness development in Ireland 

In Ireland a new NGO has been created to accommodate the cooperation of existing NGOs that aim to collaborate 

together and with authorities and industry to develop national response preparedness for oiled wildlife. Currently the 

organisation is working on a budget received from a company that has started E&P activities on the Irish Continental 

Shelf. A national EUROWA Advanced Responders training is scheduled for this autumn. 

5. Global activities 
The activities carried out in collaboration with the oil industry are reported in this section. 

5.1. GOWRS Project 

The GOWRS project started in 2015 (with IOPG/IPIECA funding) and is currently continuing with OSRL funding. The aim 

is to develop global tier-3 capabilities for oiled wildlife response on the basis of international standards that are 

agreed between leading expert groups from different continents. The project activities have led to a standard 

operating procedure by which the groups can be contacted for a tier-3 assistance in case of an oiled wildlife response 

emergency. The groups are closely cooperating as the Preparedness Network for Oiled Wildlife (PREPNOW), and aim 

to develop and agree standards for training, consolidate knowledge and make that knowledge available to 

stakeholders as a way to encourage and support the continued development of local and national preparedness, 

which is the bedrock of wildlife response preparedness. 

The GOWRS project will increasingly become an international undertaking in which the efforts of wildlife responders, 

industry and governments are coordinated and encouraged. 

5.2. IOGP/IPIECA publications 

Since the Deepwater Horizon oil spill emergency in 2010, the oil industry has worked to reconsider good practices and 

publish good practice guides on a myriad of topics (http://www.oilspillresponseproject.org). Within this report series 

there are two main oiled wildlife response publications: 

 Good Practice Guide on Oiled Wildlife Preparedness (http://www.oilspillresponseproject.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/01/Wildlife_response_2017.pdf) 

 Key principles for the protection, care and rehabilitation of oiled wildlife 

(http://www.ipieca.org/resources/awareness-briefing/key-principles-for-the-protection-care-and-

rehabilitation-of-oiled-wildlife) 

Both documents are currently used by the oil industry and leading oiled wildlife response groups to advocate 

international good practices with oil companies, authorities and wildlife response organisations. 
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